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dependent upon Pott's family for his success in life, he felt
the propriety of courting them in every way, and naturally
enough thought he could not do so more effectually than by
shewing every possible attention to their young favorite,
Robert, who, under that impression, was permitted to do
whatever he pleased, the indulgencies being carried so far
that the boy was not very wide of the truth in telling me
he commanded the Cruttenden.

After sitting snear three hours at table, the company
separated, Mr. Revell telling me we should assemble again
to tea and coffee at seven. Mr. Harrison then asked me
to join three or four friends in his room, to which I accom-
panied him, where I found Mr. Rous, Wood, Bradshaw,
and Pott, already seated at a table with bottles and glasses,
and all, except Pott, partook of some uncommon fine
claret, Messrs. Harrison and Rous smoking cheroots. Here
Bob (for so he insisted upon being so called) placed himself
close by me, expressing his joy in the mo'st energetic terms
at my having come amongst them, as I was the first reason-
able creature he had seen since he came to China.

" Y,our chum," (continued he) " I cannot say so much of.
To be sure he is a good looking fellow, but then there is
something so cold, so damned repulsive and formal that he
makes me sick, and I wonder how the devil you can endure
one so every way unlike yourself."

I defended my friend as well as I could, telling Bob he
greatly mistook the character of McClintock, and upon
better acquaintance he would like him, that he was by
nature mild and gentle, but perhaps graver just now than
usual from being in bad health and in the midst of strangers.
I also said that as he had been pleased so hastily to form
a favourable opinion of me, and the reverse of McClintock,
I apprehended he might shortly see occasion to change his
sentiments in both respects, of course to my disadvantage.
He here interrupted me with,

"No, no. I am clear I am right. I am an admirable
physiognomist, and never was deceived by a countenance
in my life. You and I shall be staunch friends to the end of